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Here is a sampling of wh: 5 aper editors — almost
urnanimously white men committed to protecting the political power
structure already in place, and not particularly interested in
enfranchisement of blacks or women — had to say about folks carrying
guns back in the turn of the last century.
+ The editar of the &a/ e Register wrote in March of 1900, "Every
man’s life that is sacrificed to the fool with a gun in his pocket is a cry to
islature for an act making it a penal offense for pistol
carrying.”
+ His counterpart at the Wharton Eagle in Movember 1901 wrote,
1 the practice of carrying pistols and three-fourths of the murders now
L ocurring (sic) would be avoided, & man who carries concealed weapons
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iz a candidate for trouble and generally finds it.”
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« Elbert Clifton shot Jim Clevenger at the Palestine church, about four
miles west of town on an &pril Saturday night, He, in turn, was plugged
for his troubles by Clevenger’s brother, Joe, It seem ere was a lot of
saddle cutting and other disturbances going on during the singing and

prayer meeting, It soon escalated into gunplay. One ventures to guess

the sermon was not terribly compelling.

* = " + Thirteen years after a black man named George Burk had killed a white s
: : . . ) h ‘ ! ” - ; man by the name of &lvin Murphey in neighboring San Augustine County e i
i diA . A b " ' \ with a fence rail, Sandy Murphesy cted his revenge — thus fulfilling his
: dying father's wish. Murphey was nine when his father — reportedly
j drunk as Cooter Brown when Burk clobbered himm — an his deathbed
’ : iz made his sons promise to kill Burk when they became old enough, That
: y burden for the young tykes to bear but Murphey
i s _ | proved up to the task,

_ Burk had been acquitted of murder and moved to Macogdaoches, no
R L ' doubt figuring a change o 18 s in order. It was his poor fortune
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Crain pulled his gun first, Four s later, he attacked a bl lethodist
preacher with a plank at the Macogdoches train depot. Bev, MW,
Stewart lingered in a coma for two weeks before finally expiring from his
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¢ defended Joe Bug, writing the young man —
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black preacher. Five months later, the feud with the Crain family

erupted again on Main Street near the aptly named Slay Bros, Saloon,
This time Dick Crain received a pair of gunshot wounds, a bystander w
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again skated free, as did his brother,
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papers lamenting lack of enforcement
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Finally, in May 1907, the Legislature did act in surprising fashian.,
! ] ' / (hiR But instead of making carrying a pistol a felony, which is what
J . : editarialists continually advocated, that august body slapped &

st e eceipt sales of pistols in the

b ! r, Tarmn Campbell signed it into law, There is little doubt the aim
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_ The Retail Dealers’ Hardware Implement and Yehicle Association by
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The Supreme Court of Texas a month later declined to hear the case,
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It would be another nine years before a bill to repeal th
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ing a pistol, He advised
homeowners that the *best home defender is a shotgun loaded with
buckshot.”

By 1221 the S0-percent tax on pistols sold in the state had been on the
books for nearly 14 yvears. It had succeeded in virtually ending the legal
a sale of pistols in Te: bhough it clearly had little effect on gun toters ar
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