LIFE STUFF It's Personal

Ever Wondered How
Your Parents Would React
if You Joined OnlyFans?
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| Found
Out.

Sorry not sorry if I'm
giving you anxiety just
thinking about it.

BY ALEXIA WOODS
AS TOLD TO HANNAH CHUBB

Il be honest: I never
expected to end up in the
sex industry. [ always loved
math and wanted to work
in finance—and I did for a
bit. But for me, that meant
a boring-as-hell desk job
with a $28,000 starting salary, which I
had to supplement with a side hustle ata
restaurant. When the pandemic hit, I got
laid off from the latter just after moving
out of my parents’ house and in with my
boyfriend. 1 was paying my half of the rent
with what felt like next to no income, and
suddenly, that jokey line we’ve all heard
people say—“Ugh, maybe I should just
quit and join OnlyFans”—made a whole
lot of sense.

That is how, in the spring of 2020,
Alexia Woods was born. She’s the alias |
created when signing up for OnlyFans and
similar sites like PocketStarsand Fansly. As
Alexia, I post nude pics and spicy videos,
upload pay-per-view content, and chat
with fans via the sites’ messaging tools. I
also share PG-yet-suggestive content on
Instagram and TikTok to bring people to
my paid pages.

One thing I never do: IRL meetups or
video calls. This is mostly for personal

ALEXIA WOODS/@ALEXIAWOODS11



safety, but in the beginning, I had another
reason. | wasn't ready for anyone—espe-
ciallymy parents—to put a face to my fake
name. (My boyfriend and sister were the
only ones who knew, and by the way, they
totally supported me.) That first year, |
posted content that showed me only from
the neck down.

Then I started doing research, really
listening to my fans and seeing how other
OnlyFans creators were doing things. And
it became very clear that I could make so
much more money...if I actually showed
my face. Was I scared shitless at the pros-
pect? Yeah, absolutely. Even though it’s
one of the world’s oldest professions, sex
work isjust so stigmatized. [ didn’t want to
deal with anyone’sjudgment. And Ididn’t
want my mom and stepdad to hear about
it from someone other than me. I had
heard horror stories of people’s families
disowning them when they found out.

Still, Iknew if I wanted this to be a real
career, [ had to try. I started with just one
selfie. Posting it was nerve-racking for
sure, but it also made me feel powerful
to know people might pay through the
nose to click on my photo. They did, and
[ started uploading more shots, while
watching my earnings quadruple. In less
than a year, I started making upward of

| had heard

horror stories of
people’s families
disowning them.

820,000 per month. Real money that
could help me buy a house and pay for
my future kids’ education. And I knew it
was time.

I decided to tell my mom while we
were in the car on our way to get wine for
a friend’s baby shower we'd organized.
Although we’ve always had a great rela-
tionship, I had no idea how she would

1 Post on OnlyFans

ADayin
My Life as
Alexia

M

Want more personal essays
like this one? Scan away, bb.

react. Driving forced me to stay calm as
[ gripped the wheel, took a deep breath,
and spoke my truth. It’s a very good thing

she wasn’t the one driving because she

could not hide her shock. She
just sat there, processing, saying,
“Oookay...oookay.” Eventually, she
recovered from the surprise and
told me she’d support my deci-
sion—she just wanted to make
sure I was safe.

“l don’t wanna know any
details,” my stepdad said when
he found out shortly after. He
wasn’t exactly happy about the
news, but he did promise he would

stand by me. To say I wasrelieved by both
their responses is an understatement, and
the resulting conversations have actually
made our relationships stronger.

Telling my parents helped me feel
more positive about my work too. I truly
feel like  have control over my own time
and body, and the financial stability is
everything. Since quitting my day job

12 Videos on TikTok

7 Hours of Hustle

You wouldn't
believe how
many lingerie
sets I've ordered
this year.

last year to start build-
ing my Alexia Woods
brand full-time, I've
become one of the top
1 percent of earners on
OnlyFans. (I typically have between 500
and 1,200 subscribers, and my base fee is
$15 amonth, so..you do the math.)

It’s kind of a given that you have to
have thick skin to be in this business and
show so much of yourself. 'm proud of
my work, and  know my parents are too.
These days, my mom is genuinely inter-
ested in hearing about the DMs I get, the
outfitsIorder, and my continuousstruggle
to figure out how to pay taxes. She might
notbe able to brag about my career to her
friends like she could if I were a doctor or
alawyer, but that’s okay. I'm at the top of
my industry—and I'm making more than
those doctors and lawyers are anyway.

ALEXIA WOODS is an adult-content creator. She lives
in the UK with her partner and their two cats. You can
find her on Instagram at @AlexiaWoods11.
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Mad Money

It's not just that Glass Onion and Outer Banks star Madelyn Cline
looks money on our cover (and here, and on page 66, and *espe-
cially* on page 70)—this is the Money Issue for other reasons.
Like, for example, this ever-looming and ever-stressful recession/
inflation mess. Or how crypto was supposed to save us but
imploded instead. Or the increasingly undeniable and infuriating
fact that our generation is so much more financially screwed than
our parents were, with less spending power and heavier debt.
According to new Cosmo research, “being able to pay

my bills” is a worry that’s taken
up residence in the mind of basi-
cally every reader we have. And
at a time when traditional finance
advice blames your Grubhub
habit for problems that are way
outside your control—or when,
hell, climate change is blamed on
your use of a plastic straw instead
of billionaires’ carbon-emission
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extravaganza of private planes and
rocket ships—it's no wonder 75 per-
cent of you tell us you want to eat the
rich. You just want them to pay their
fair share of taxes first.

Turn to page 57 for a special sec-
tion all about your money anger and
what to do with it (next Grubhub
order: rage with a side of revolt?),
and then turn to any other page for a
palate cleanse. Or, you know, shop-
ping ideas for spending the money
you do have. It's me, hi, I'm the prob-
lem, it's me &

Jessica Giles
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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AndNow, a Word From
Our Robot Overlords

| asked ChatGPT, the new Al bot
that's suddenly everywhere, to read
our magazine. Here's its review.*

v

The Etch a Sketch Effect Will Explain
Every Breakup You've Ever Had

PAGE 36

“The article presents an
interesting perspective
on a specific phenomenon in
relationships and provides
insight from experts in
the field of psychology and
relationship coaching. It is
worth noting that the article
is written in a personal
and opinionated style."

Help! | Can't Stop Cyberstalking
People From My Past

PAGE 46

“The article suggests that
if this behavior is starting
to feel like a time suck-
the reader should try to
replace it with something
more nourishing or positive.
As an AI. I am not capable
of giving personal
advice. but the article
provides some helpful
insights and suggestions."

What to Wear on a Third Date That Just
So Happens to Fall on Valentine’s Day

PAGE 23

“The article suggests to
avoid being too obvious with
the Valentine's Day theme-
which could convey a strong
message of interest and
commitment. which may make
the other person feel
uncomfortable if they are not
ready to take the relationship
to that level yet. It could
also convey a message of
trying too hard to impress
or not being genuine
or authentic. It could lead
to an awkward situation."

*| edited the transcript of our convo
down for space (ChatGPT replies in
paragraphs) but didn’t change its
language or message. Bot’s gonna bot!

GILES: ALLIE HOLLOWAY.



= All the Rage Catharsis Cloud
Page 58

Wheel of Wrath St

Page 59
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Apparently You re Plssed
About Money!

We asked, you exploded. Young women aren't just “feeling the economic pinch”—
they're feeling the economic urge to punch a hole in the f*cking wall. Inside,
the results of Cosmopolitan’s first-ever (extremely cathartic) survey of financial fury.

BY ELIZABETH KIEFER | ILLUSTRATIONSBY JIAQI WANG




SPECIAL SECTION Breaking the Bank

The
Anger
Census

Findings from

a Cosmopolitan
survey of

501 women

ages 18 to 44,
conducted via
SurveyMonkey in
December 2022.

36.°

say their money
rage has
“increased
dramatically”
since the
pandemic hit.

Our financial
system is...
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Fair
39%
Completely
44% fucked
Flawed
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aybe it was the ATM fee that plunged your account into overdraft or a rent
hike that stretched your budget past the brink. It could have been a boomer call-
ing you out for buying too much avocado toast (which..you've never actually
done) or someone you follow on Instagram posting a “new house who dis” pic
without acknowledging it was a cash offer funded by the Bank of Mom and Dad.
Whatever set you off, it's clear that money rage—yours, ours, everyone's?—is in
the air. Our survey of zillennial women quantified the vibe: A large share of you are beyond the point
of ambient financial frustration and are feeling full-on livid. And when we asked you to sound off
on the subject, your responses revealed a widespread struggle to survive, let alone thrive, in a shit-
sandwich economy that feels less sustainable by the day.

“The social system is becoming unlivable for many people, including some who are relatively
privileged,” says cultural philosopher Nancy Fraser, PhD, author of Cannibal Capitalism. This,
friends, is what happens when lack of money + lack of time + lack of options = declining quality of
life for folks across the board.

And make no mistake, Fraser adds: It's a feature, not a bug. “The system incentivizes powerful
investors, corporations, and people dedicated to amassing more and more profit to help themselves
freely to a lot of non-monetized resources—from nature and the environment to the unwaged care
work that women especially do in families, communities, and neighborhoods.” And now? Many of us
have hit our breaking point, which explains why we seem to be witnessing “a multidimensional crisis
of the whole social order,” says Fraser, one that many young women have long sensed was coming.

At the same time, Cosmo’s survey revealed glimmers of promise, a belief that this system might
not have to be this way. Respondents showed broad support for programs that guarantee every-
one a basic income, for the expansion of health care services and debt cancellation, for universal
childcare and family support policies that actually support families. Admittedly, the gap between
“appealing” and “possible” feels pretty huge right now. The hope here is that catharsis can bring us
a little closer. Because if you're angry..well, you're paying attention.







