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Club Q Colorado shooting: Attack
was ended by dad and show
performer

& 22 Movember

| Richard Fierro says his combat training kicked in as he pounced on the gunman

A father and a club performer managed to subdue a gunman who opened
fire at an LGET nightclub in the US state of Colorado, it has emerged.

The attacker killed five people and left 17 others with injuries at Club Qin
Colorado Springs on Saturday night.

Officials named the "heroes" who halted the attack as Richard Fierro and
Thomas James, without detailing their actions.

bAr Fierro provided his account of events, saying he tackled the suspect, ook
the weapon and hit hirm with it.

It is not clear if Mr James is the performer Mr Fierro says then stepped in to
help.

At a Monday afternoon press conference, police identified the victims as Daniel
Aston, Derrick Rump, Kelly Loving, Ashley Paugh and Raymond Wance. Family
members say Aston and Rump were both bartenders at Club Q.

The suspect, named by police as 22-year-old Anderson Lee Aldrich, is in police
custody in hospital.

» Tributes pour in for Club Q victims

The gunman was stopped by a 15-year US Army wveteran who was attending a
performance at the club with his wife and daughter,

Speaking to reporters on Monday evening, Richard Fierro said his combat
training kicked in as he pounced on the gunman, pulling him to the floor by his
body armour,

"l just ran over there. Got him. I'm thinking, I gotta kill this guy He's gonna kill

my kid. He's gonna kill my wife'" said the Iragq and Afghanistan veteran.

"It's the reflex," Mr Fierro said from the front yard of his suburban Colorado
Springs home. "Go. Go to the fire, Stop the action. Stop the activity. Don't Let
no-one get hurt.”

The local brewery owner said he and his family had dropped to the floor as the
bullets began to fly

He described seeing the gunman mowve in the direction of a patio where other
club-goers had fled, before charging at him.
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| From left: Daniel Aston, Ashley Faugh and Derrick Rump

He said the man dropped his rifle as he fell. They began wrestling on the ground.
Mr Fierro said he snatched the attacker's pistol from him and used it to beat
hirmn.

"l kept whaling on [hitting] him. I'm a big dude and this guy was bigger," Mr Fierro
said.

He told reporters that he urged a performer from the club to kick the attacker
in the head.

"One of the performers was walking by and | told her kick him," he said. "And she
took her high heel and stuffed it in his face.”

b Fierro said one of the dead included his daughter's boyfriend, 22-year-old
Raymond Wance.

Colorado Springs Mayor John Suthers hailed the bystanders' "incredible act of

heraism".

He said that he had spoken to Mr Fierro on Monday, telling reporters: "l hawe
never encountered a person who engaged in such heroic actions that was so
humble about it."

RELITERS

| Mr Fierrao denies that he's a hero

Praise also came from the governor of Colorado, as well as the owner of the
club - who said the "heroes" had probably saved lives.

Police are looking into who owned the rifle allegedly used in the shooting, as
well as a handgun the suspect was carrying at the time of his arrest.

The investigation will determine whether the shooting - which came on the eve
of Sunday's Transgender Day of Remembrance - was a hate crime, and if the
suspect acted alone,

The suspect is facing five murder charges and five charges of committing a bias-
motivated crime causing bodily injury, according to US media. Investigators said
on Tuesday that no charges had yet been formally filed.

Club & has been described as the heart of the LGBET community in Colorado
Springs, a city 70 miles {110km) south of Denwver.

The suspect had reportedly previously come to police attention over an alleged
bomb threat in 2021,

According to a police report at the time, his mother had called emergency
services saying "he was threatening to cause harm to her with a homemade
bormb, multiple weapons, and ammunition”.

President Joe Biden said Americans "cannot and must not tolerate hate".

In 2016, 49 people were killed in a shooting at the Pulse gay club in Orlando,
Florida. At the time it was the deadliest mass shooting in US history.

The language in this story has been updated to reflect that one of the individuals
who infervened was not a drag performer.

More on this story

America's gun culture - in seven charts

12 October

Related Topics

Colorado US gun violence LGBT United States

Mass shootings

BBC News Services

D On your mobile k!) On smart speakers B Get news alerts

Worklife Future

Travel Culture

Future L Q, searchBBC

Top Stories

Brittney Griner lands in US
after prisoner swap

2 hours ago

UK, Italy and Japan team up
for new fighter jet

1 hour ago

Fired Twitter cleaners
'treated like garbage'

11 hours ago

Features

How the Brittney Griner
prisoner swap was done

Climate activist's jailing
ignites row in Australia

Star names set for heavy-
hitting World Cup last eight

Taking a risk with black-
market abortion pills

Does the Harry and Meghan
series live up to the hype?

Weekly quiz: Who did Julia
Roberts wear on a dress?

How ocean plants could help
tackle climate change

The true story behind Will
Smith's new movie

The brothers running the
Great Wall of China

Elsewhere on the BBC

The French breakfast you
don't know

The rise of the remote
helicopter boss

The underwater sounds that
can kill

Most Read

1 Brittney Griner lands
in US after prisoner
swap

2 US Senator Kyrsten
Sinema to leave
Democratic Party

3 Fired Twitter cleaners
'treated like garbage’

4 UK, Italy and Japan
team up for new fighter
jet

5 Backstreet Boys show
pulled after rape
allegation

6 Huge fire engulfs
Russian shopping mall

7 Does the Harry and
Meghan series live up
to the hype?

8 Rare wave clouds
amaze sky-watchers in
Wyoming

9 US landlord convicted
in viral video murder
case

1 Fauci: 'Low-life trolls
harass my wife and

kids'

E Contact BEC News

Weather

Sounds

Terms of Use  About the BBEC  Privacy Policy  Cookies  Accessibility Help  Parental Guidance  Contactthe BEC  Get Personalised Newsletters  Why you can trust the BEC

Advertise withus  AdChoices f Do Not Sell My Info

© 2022 BBC. The BRBCis not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.



https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9zZXNzaW9uLmJiYy5jb20vc2Vzc2lvbj9sYW5nPWVuLUdCJnB0cnQ9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzY5ODE2NQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9zcG9ydA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9yZWVs
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS93b3JrbGlmZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS90cmF2ZWw=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9mdXR1cmU=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzY5ODE2NSNjaGFtZWxlb24tZ2xvYmFsLW5hdmlnYXRpb24tbW9yZS1tZW51
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL3NlYXJjaD9kPU5FV1NfR05M
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLTYwNTI1MzUw
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3NjaWVuY2UtZW52aXJvbm1lbnQtNTY4Mzc5MDg=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL2F2LzEwNDYyNTIw
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxk
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkL3VzX2FuZF9jYW5hZGE=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3Vr
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL2J1c2luZXNz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RlY2hub2xvZ3k=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzY5ODE2NSNwcm9kdWN0LW5hdmlnYXRpb24tbW9yZS1tZW51
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkL3VzX2FuZF9jYW5hZGE=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3Mvd29ybGQtdXMtY2FuYWRhLTYzOTExOTQ0
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvdWstNjM5MDgyODQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvdGVjaG5vbG9neS02MzkxMjExNg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzkwODY3MA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzcwNTg2Mg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLWF1c3RyYWxpYS02Mzg4MzQzMA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9zcG9ydC9mb290YmFsbC82Mzg3MDkyNA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLWxhdGluLWFtZXJpY2EtNjM5MDU1NDQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnQtYXJ0cy02Mzg5MDI0Ng==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLTYzOTAyNzky
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLWFmcmljYS02MzkwMTY0NA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02Mzg4MDg4Nw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLWFzaWEtY2hpbmEtNjM3NTc5NTE=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS90cmF2ZWwvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDIyMTEzMC1tY2hvbi10aGUtZnJlbmNoLWJyZWFrZmFzdC15b3UtZG9udC1rbm93
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS93b3JrbGlmZS9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMjIxMTMwLXRoZS1yZW1vdGUtaGVsaWNvcHRlci1ib3NzZXMtd2hvLXN0dW50LXdvcmtlci1yZXNpbGllbmNl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS00MTQ4ODA4MQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RvcGljcy9jMDA4cWwxNWQyZXQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RvcGljcy9jMjA3cDU0bWRsM3Q=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RvcGljcy9jcDdyOHZnbG4yd3Q=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RvcGljcy9jeDFtN3pnMDF4eXQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RvcGljcy9jemVxazAxa2Q0MXQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9mdXR1cmUvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDIyMTEzMC10aGUtaGlkZGVuLW9jZWFuLXBvbGx1dGlvbi1raWxsaW5nLW1hcmluZS1tYW1tYWxz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzkxMTk0NA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzkxNzQ2Mg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3RlY2hub2xvZ3ktNjM5MTIxMTY=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3VrLTYzOTA4Mjg0
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnQtYXJ0cy02MzkxMzk2Ng==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLWV1cm9wZS02MzkxNDY4Mg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL2VudGVydGFpbm1lbnQtYXJ0cy02Mzg5MDI0Ng==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzkxMjI1Nw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02MzkxMjE4Ng==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdzL3dvcmxkLXVzLWNhbmFkYS02Mzg5NTc2Mg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvMTA2Mjg5OTQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvaGVscC01MDA2ODEzMg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvMTA2MjgzMjM=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvMjAwMzk2ODI=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9uZXdz
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9zcG9ydA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9yZWVs
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS93b3JrbGlmZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS90cmF2ZWw=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9mdXR1cmU=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9jdWx0dXJl
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS9jdWx0dXJlL211c2lj
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL3NjaGVkdWxlcy9wMDBmemw5bQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS93ZWF0aGVy
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL3NvdW5kcw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL3VzaW5ndGhlYmJjL3Rlcm1z
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL2Fib3V0dGhlYmJj
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL3VzaW5ndGhlYmJjL3ByaXZhY3k=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL3VzaW5ndGhlYmJjL2Nvb2tpZXM=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL2FjY2Vzc2liaWxpdHk=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL2lwbGF5ZXIvZ3VpZGFuY2U=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL2NvbnRhY3Q=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL2JiY25ld3NsZXR0ZXI=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvaGVscC00MTY3MDM0Mg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjZ2xvYmFsbmV3cy5jb20vaG9tZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvbS91c2luZ3RoZWJiYy9jb29raWVzL2hvdy1kb2VzLXRoZS1iYmMtdXNlLWNvb2tpZXMtZm9yLWFkdmVydGlzaW5nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL2VkaXRvcmlhbGd1aWRlbGluZXMvZ3VpZGFuY2UvZmVlZHMtYW5kLWxpbmtz

